A long and distinguished career in medical imaging began for Chris Whennan in 1977 in South Australia where he
received a Diploma in Diagnostic Radiography approved by the Conjoint Board of the Australian Institute of
Radiography (AIR).
His initial qualification of an Advanced Certificate was converted to an Associate Diploma in Diagnostic
Radiography in 1980. In 1995, this qualification was built upon with Chris successfully achieving a post-graduate
Diploma in Medical Imaging from Curtin University in Western Australia.
In between achieving these qualifications, Chris also completed an Associate Diploma in Business (Health
Administration) in 1983 at the South Australian Institute of Technology. In 1999, Chris moved from South Australia
to Western Australia to take up the position of Chief Medical Imaging Technologist at Royal Perth Hospital (RPH).
This was a position he held for 14 years before taking on another challenge.
On arriving in Perth and working at RPH, Chris was influential in the implementation of PACS at RPH and the
transition of RPH to digital imaging technology. With his management experience and strategic skills in procuring
imaging equipment, his efforts benefited RPH patients and staff. He also demonstrated commitment to improving
education for radiology staff where he instigated the expansion of the RPH Ultrasound Department into a
state-wide funded sonographer training program for Medical Imaging Technologists. Chris was also a valued
contributor to the WA Health Application, Imaging Pathways which is a key decision tool to guide clinicians in
safely requesting imaging examinations.
Throughout his career, Chris has been involved in his chosen profession, participating on the Diagnostic Imaging
Advisory Committee, as the AIR representative for the Department of Health and Aging and Medicare, Diagnostic
Imaging Accreditation Scheme Monitoring and Implementation MIC Department of Health and Aging
representative for the AIR.
Between 2004-2013, Chris was WA’s Director on the AIR’s Board of Directors where he performed the role of
President from 2006-2009. His commitment to the Medical Imaging profession was recognized nationally in 2013
when he was awarded with the prestigious Nicholas Outterside Award by the AIR. In his last few years at RPH,
Chris was instrumental in the early planning and design of the Fiona Stanley Hospital (FSH) Medical Imaging
Department.
In June 2013, Chris moved from RPH to FSH to assume the responsibility of a Service Director, leading the
commissioning of Service 2 divisional departments including Perioperative Theatre, Pharmacy, Medical Imaging
and Nuclear Medicine amongst others. Major achievements included executive sponsorship of the Pharmacy
Automation project which was ground-breaking in WA in addition to leading Service 2 through the initial
accreditation cycles.
More recently Chris has been active in key projects involving both pathology and imaging workflows. In a position
that you would imagine would be extremely busy with the opening of a world class hospital facility in FSH, Chris
still found time to serve the profession, where from 2014-2018 he was a councillor (Australia’s representative) for
the International Society of Radiographers and Radiation Technologists (ISRRT), and from 2014 to the present day,
an appointed member of the Radiological Council of Western Australia.
On behalf of his professional colleagues, the WA Branch of ASMIRT would like to congratulate Chris on a
decorated career of over 40 years, acknowledging his diligence, exemplary service and valued contribution to the
health profession in WA, South Australia and nationally.
We wish him all the best for a well-deserved retirement.
The WA committee unanimously supports awarding Life Membership of ASMIRT to Christopher John Whennan for
an outstanding career in medical imaging, healthcare and professional service.

