Caroline Knipe had completed matriculation and travelled to the UK to visit with family when she received an
international telegram notifying her that her application to train as a therapy radiographer had been successful.
The telegram stated “Advise acceptance immediate return cable to Peter MacCallum Clinic, Hobart”. She
commenced as a student radiation therapist in 1977 at the Peter MacCallum Cancer Institute in Hobart. At that
time, the first and third years of training were at the clinic in Hobart, with the second year spent in Melbourne at
PeterMac and RMIT. She graduated on December 3 1979 and commenced full time work in Hobart on the
following Monday.
In 1981, she worked at the Groote Schuur Hospital in Capetown, South Africa. After returning to Hobart the
following year, she and Michael began their family. She worked part time at the clinic for a number of years and
was then seconded to the Health Physics Unit, as a health physicist in 1996 where she worked for this year. In
1997 she returned to the Holman Clinic again, being promoted to Senior Radiation Therapist in 2004 and
Supervisor Radiation Therapist in 2007.
During her career, Caroline saw huge technological and technical advancements in radiation therapy. Having
commenced her career working on deep therapy units with lead shielding on skin, by then end of her career in
2020, treatment delivery by sophisticated linear accelerators had become the standard of care. Similarly planning
for radiotherapy had progressed from manual hand planning using standard paper isodose diagrams to complex
treatment planning systems with advanced calculation algorithms.
Caroline is a strong believer in continuing professional development and was an inveterate conference and
seminar attendee, having attended her first Australian Institute of Radiography National Conference in Perth in
1979. She was involved in the organisation of state and national conferences throughout her career. She was
awarded the Athena Karydis Foniadakis scholarship to attend the EPI UK conference in 2004 and the Jeanne
Foster scholarship to attend the International Society of Radiography and Radiological Technologists in Helsinki in
2014.
Caroline joined the Australian Institute of Radiography as a member in 1979. She made a significant contribution
to the Society through her service to the Tasmanian branch and on the Board of Directors. She served on the state
branch over the course of her career, including as Secretary and Chair a number of times. She was the Tasmanian
Director of the Board of Directors from 2006 until 2013, serving as Treasurer and Vice President in this time.
Following her resignation from the Board, she again took up the role of Chairperson of the Tasmanian branch. She
also served on a number of advisory panels as a representative of the AIR, including the pilot and standing
committees of the Australian Clinical Dosimetry Service. She was a strong advocate for national registration and
represented the interests of medical radiation practitioners on behalf of the AIR at a number of forums.
Caroline was an advocate for safety and quality in radiation oncology and a strong believer in passing on and
contributing to the continuum of knowledge in radiation therapy. She mentored many radiation therapists and
contributed to developing the knowledge and skills of many other health professionals including physicists,
registrars, oncologists and nurses throughout her career. She was actively engaged in the training of students and
junior radiation therapists, and passed on her the knowledge and skills gained through her years of experience.
Her dedication to the profession and patients continued through to her retirement in April 2020.
Caroline has represented the Society on a number of external committees, and has been a strong advocate for the
profession, contributing to developing the knowledge and skills of radiation therapists as well as many other
health professionals including physicists, registrars, oncologists and nurses throughout her career.
Caroline Knipe's nomination is made by the ASMIRT Tasmanian Branch for the Nicholas Outterside Medallion.

