Joseph Frederick Petroni was born in Suez, Egypt in 1938, the youngest of 8 children. He moved to
Australia in 1949, becoming a Student Member of the Australian Institute of Radiography in 1956 whilst
undergoing his training at the Royal Alexandra Hospital in Sydney.
In 1960 Joseph gained Ordinary Membership, and maintained that membership throughout his career as a
Radiographer. Joe’s career saw him progress from a base grade Radiographer at Sydney Hospital through to
Assistant Chief Radiographer at Prince Henry’s and then Chief Radiographer at Liverpool and then
Westmead Hospital.
Over the years Joe actively contributed to the Radiography profession, taking on many roles within what was
then the AIR, being involved in the education of student radiographers within NSW, and playing a role in
industrial matters that led to better recognition for the skills of Radiographers.
Joe has lectured, organised educational seminars and been a member of committees advising on and assessing
Radiography courses.
He has been a long time branch member including the role of Chair of the NSW branch from 1989-1991.
Joe has also held the position of Secretary and the Chairman of the NSW Chief Administrative
Radiographers Group, been a member of the NSW PAEC, and been involved in the assessment of overseas
applicants for both the academic world and the AIR. These are but a few of the roles he has played.
Over his career, Joe has also been involved in many industrial matters in NSW that have led to the
improvement of wages and conditions of Radiographers. His role was significant.
In 1988 Joe initiated a state-wide survey that was aimed at demonstrating the increased level of
qualifications that had occurred over the years. This ultimately led to a 20% pay rise for most
Radiographers. Joe not only initiated the survey, he was also the principal witness when the case for better
recognition was heard by the Arbitration Commission.
Joe's involvement in fighting for the recognition of his profession did not stop there. Whilst a member of the
Structural Efficiency Program Committee convened by the NSW Health Department, Joe would at times be
in great conflict with the health department as he stood up for the value of the Radiography profession. Yet
there is more. Joe was also a member of the Liverpool Hospital Redevelopment Review Committee, the State
Contracts Management Committee, the Costing in Imaging Committee and became the first Radiographer
member of the Radiology Advisory Committee.
There have been times when Joe has sacrificed his personal life to ensure that Radiographers and
Radiography has advance, developed and been recognised as a true profession.
Joe was a mentor to many through his generous personality and an excellent networker through all levels of
his profession. These values made Joe a true caring health professional for clients and colleagues and more
than worthy of Life Membership.

