Carolyn June Astill (Caz) began her career in radiation therapy as a cadet at the Queensland Radium Institute (QRI) in
1968 and qualified as a therapy radiographer in 1970 with awarding of a "Certificate of Competence" issued by the Conjoint
Board.
She remained working at QRI as a staff therapy radiographer until 1973. She spent the last three months of this time working
at the Townsville sub-centre. Over the next six years Caz spent time in South Africa and at various remote locations in western
Queensland with her husband and two children.
In 1979 she returned to work at the QRI as a staff radiation therapist rotating between the treatment and planning rooms. In
1984 Caz was awarded the ESA Women's International Cancer Scholarship from the Queensland Cancer Fund. This enabled
her to travel to the United Kingdom and North America to study CT planning and Total Body Irradiation techniques. She
continued her employment with QRI and in 1988 was appointed to the position of Charge Radiation Therapist and then in
1989 to the Charge position in Treatment Planning where she remained until being appointed as Senior Radiation Therapist
in charge of planning at the Mater Centre of QRI in 1995.
Treatment planning has always been an area of special interest to Caz and in the early nineties she provided lectures on the
topic to the radiotherapy students at QUT. In 1991 Caz was appointed to the Qld Professional Accreditation and Education
Committee (PAEC) of the AIR and served as Honorary Secretary for a number of years. She was the driving force in the
organisation of the Professional Development Year (PDY) in Qld. Her skills at keeping and maintaining a database of
graduates and accredited PDY sites is well known and appreciated. In 1994 Carolyn was appointed as an assessor for the
Competency Based Assessment process for Radiation Therapy for the AIR.
She became Chairperson of the PAEC in 1999 but continued in her role as "PDY administrator extraordinaire". Each year
Carolyn visited the third year students at QUT to appraise them of the requirements of the PDY. Caz has also organised many
very successful PAEC Educational Seminars to provide opportunities for both radiographers and radiation therapists to engage
in continuing education and professional development. The natural progression from her work on the Qld PAEC was to move
into the federal arena, so in 2000 Carolyn took up her appointment as the Qld representative on the Professional Accreditation
and Education Board. She also had the once in a lifetime opportunity to become a volunteer at the Polyclinic at the 2000
Olympics in Sydney, not as a radiation therapist of course, but in the role of medical administrative assistant.
On the PAEB Carolyn took on the role of Honorary Secretary, a position she should be well suited to given her many years of
experience at the Qld PAEC. Carolyn was a member of the Radiation Therapy working party which met in Melbourne in
2001 to develop a submission to the federal government Task Force investigating radiation therapy services.
In March 2002 she was one of several members nominated by the Qld Branch and selected by the Qld Minister for Health for
appointment to the inaugural Medical Radiation Technologists Board of Qld.
Carolyn was awarded the Nicholas Outterside medallion at the Cairns ASMMIRT in 2004. In 2004 Carolyn took leave
from her position at the Mater Radiation Oncology service and relocated to Christchurch, where she worked in the radiation
oncology department for approximately 18 months. She returned to her position in Brisbane and remained at the Mater until
early 2010 when she moved south to work at Wodonga until June 2014.
During her career, Carolyn has attended many conferences and meetings both in Australia and overseas and is known to enjoy
the odd drop of red wine. She has been a regular presenter of papers at ASMIRT conferences and also had several of these
published.
Carolyn retired from radiation therapy in 2014 to devote more time to her love of travel and her grandchildren.
The Queensland Branch recommends the Board award Life Membership to Carolyn June Astill.

